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Pear Jo, 

Remember the story of tlie Moon Guroers, t ose ©ast-coaat pirates whose work required the 
ni/^ht be dark? V/eli, we this corning and all night, had the exceptionally bright noon 
tlint, in our Thermopane homo, is like the sun* Although I f ve been trying hard to got more 
rest, tills nrido it impossible , so I f ll catch up on the balance ox the accumulated mail 
before leaving for Washington* 

First, however, I want to ask the tv. : o of you to get a book, read it and check uo 
on what X consider possible from it, The book i n no W being rewaindai'ed by ilarboro foj? hi* 
It is Dorman's, ‘’King of the Courtroon^/ Percy Foremen for the Defense"* I’m halfway 
through it, aided and abetted no x have been an increased physical fatigue that in turn 
was augmented by one hour of mowing the grass* That crippled me for a day I I’ve really got 
to find some way of rebuilding tile aging frame tills summer, as I've also got to get back 
to writing* 

The roost striking tiling from the bock so far is that in the ftay case Foreman 
violated all his cardinal principles, did everything he never did, and didn't do wliat 
he always did* x n fact, I have a deposition lie made in the Ray civil suit which 3 eys 
exactly the opporlte Borman's basic tenet of Foreman's method, that ho always makes the 
most detailed professional investigation prior to any case, including even the jury* 

He made none at all with Ray, one of the things that set me on edge* It would, if your 
copy of F-U 1ms reached you yet, Iiave boon one of his easier cases* 

This is a strange man, strange as he is ah rp, One of the uuirkc of hie character 
is that when he long has had no need for money, having much more than he eon ssctac 
waste if ho spends the rest of his life in that endeavor alone, he is greeds as can bo 
about it* He'll take some casco without fee if they interest him, but for the rust part 
he can't get enoug . and has, in fact during the period. of his Ray representation, boon 
so excessive about this that there is a stinginig3i^x^§--court decision against him 
on just this in Flroida that was issued after I finoshod the book (Singleton case)* 

I find tha throughout his life he has represented liafia people* I think you will 
remember ny hunch on this* True, in spades, including Civelio and dope**importers, which 
fits, perfectly. 


So, one of th3 tings I should now do is re search the so cases# One to v/hich Dorctoxx 
draws particular attention is a Hartford case* I have no way of tapping the Hartford 
morgues except through the most undoped. able, pararoid man who works there and ha? boon 
in touch with me* I'd rather not than use that moans* Have you any ideas# But, if you 
could get this book and. see if it give a you any ideas, it could be helpful to no* I 
expect ono^of my youngest fans this weekend* He can ransack ( the Times for mo thi 3 summer, 
if he hasn t laid out a summer of his own work# At least, I 11 know by the end of the 
week* But there will be places where the lcoal morgues should have more. Practices vary 
from paper to paper , so X do not know what direct approaches may yield in any one case# 
And, I've not finished the book* I have marked those pages, though. Others have road 
this book, but what I suspected before banning it seems to h ve escaped thorn, blight 
as one in particular is* I dare not trust them with this suspicion, for my rodent 
experiences with tiiat tribe have been sha t tering* 

Meanwhile, I seen to h ve established the kind of rapport I hoped would be possible 
with my bird whose cage is not gilded. He has .rritten of his trust to another, from whom 
1 have learned it, and apparently the first thing ho did after Ms recent Msadvoriture 
was to sit down and pencil m his longest letter yet, There is a bit of as-yet imfathomed 
ellipsis, i unink, but with him one can t be sure, and it includes an indefinite reference 


to something ho regards as presenting some kind of problem to liim for the past two months* 
a period that exactly coincides with one you may remember for a nows story describing 
his escapade# Among the things this tells mo is that nothing he does is really secret, 
whether or not he thinks otherwise# That is, while the moment he may think he will do 
something may bo unknovai, that being entirely within him, the fact of any ideas ho nay 
have is not unknonw# I suggest, if this is correct, that you give it a broad reading# I 
think the machinery is working a.o ho does not understand# 

There have been broad hints that 1 ought be cooing him again, but nothing really 
certain# Going alozig with this is an unusual concern for my expenditure of nore money and 
time and energy tlian 1 have# 

His timing was particularly baa because the day after the fiasco someone tried to 
see him with information he had boon awaiting (as had I) and was denied access# The 
question that I wonder about immediately is will it reach me by other means? Those who 
developed it are among the world’s lest dependable and among those most likely to be 
interpretative in a special extremist perspective# 

One of the parts of my past, really, my youth, of which I’ve thought several times 
recently is a period when I lived (literally) with FBI .end DJ people in what for that 
period was a famous incident, the government’s case against the Harlan County coal 
operators ana their deputy/' thugs# We 11 ved forsfc in Harlan town, then a little over 
100 miles away at th scat of the trial, in Jondou# During th. a time, while my function 
was to represent the Son&to, to make our info available to the DJ, and to 'do their 
expect in duces tecum suppenns and on the facts of the case (as well as devil ^advocate 
them), I also ran the liquor# We were iu a dry county and we all drank# So, periodically, 
they let me have their armored -^uick and I ran up to Lexington or over the Tennessee line 
to Jellicoe and brought back the boose# The markup of the local bootleggers was high# 

Duxing this period I also became so close a friend of a man old enough to be my 
great-grandfather that whenever he got to Washington, he always visited me at my office, 
for them as now, 1 kept excessive hours at work# Each morning I s d meet him at his quarters 
at throe a*m# end we’d wlak in those harsh mountains until about nine# Ho liad never boon 
in a chool except to speak, was entirely self-educated, inclutling in the law (he liad 
boon li“gov of W Va and was then district counsel for the UTJW ) , and I learned, X think, 
much wisdom in this fine old gentleman# And X amde local friends, so true that X learned 
when the Jury was fixed and how, which prompted me to bring my alignment there to an end# 
When we are again together you nay be interested in how I left and its i.juodiato consequen- 
ces# Six of tit:* thaga killed each other within two days, which kept the trial from being a 
complete waste of the taxpayers money and helped make Brian hcHahon (father of the atomic- 
energy act) a Senator# 

So# I got to know the land and its people, a people many of whom still spoke almost 
pure Elia&botham En&liah and v/ho lived by the more violent parts of the old code of the 
frontier# They had boon pretty much locked in by their inhospitable mountains# From tills 
knowledge and mere recent oboervation, I am confident that a roan who wanted to lose 
clof thei*o would find it impossible without it being prearranged# That land, those 
mountains, arc so ragged that dogs would have no trouble finding acs man who had a long 
load on them unloss ho had assistance, as with a car# Without such assistance, he would 
have almost no chances of survival if he were a roan whoso end wore desired by anyone, loss 
if it were do sired by many# 

So much for the flashback to my youth# There is little new, carve that I think some 
of the more- difficult and to tills point unsuccessful aporoachas to the abdicators of 
when I write in F-U show promise# Xn fact, had I hot bad the terrible need of trying to 
frustrate (aiilcably) a stupidity of the CTIA and its director above* all, I’d have had a 
appointment with one of them right before I loft for IfXV, whoa he was in DU# But tlic 


disaster that would have followed any use, asp. then aiid by ^cggs, of tiiat incompetent 
and j. righteniugly inaccurate end dcctrlnally wrong theft of cy idea was so great 1 liad 
to be unselfish, first in an attempt to abort it on aa friendly a basis as possible and 
then by diroot communication. It is aborted, the prospects of our achieving anything in 
that direction, never too good, now, I think lost, and I missed my appointment, arranged 
by a black '••ongresaman. Worse, my pi of 033ioually— incompetent publishers have returned to 
mo only ttiat part of my rcntexd.nl this congressman wanted that I already had, .and not a 
single page of the originals ho wanted and desired to use! So, not bnvigi'di or overed tlda 
until last night, when I packed the bag for this morning, I again go eap ty-handed. To this 
moment, they have not done a single thing right, a rather exceptional record. However, 
and despite the total suppression by the major media, we seem to be making slight progress, 
I did a show with a youth-oriented man I’d known from three years ago in a different eity- 
he was then tuined-off conservative nd was radicalised by Chicago- and it went well, tiy 
now lidcnds are making time with some of the blacks, "'ll fact, I now have an award from 
a group of black intellectuals, professionals, writers, artists, etc,, for ray Aaveutifio- 
tlons and writing. Considering that for two years I was never able to get thorn to in any 
vay even respond on this, that marks some advance, I tliiak the radicals have corns to 
understand two things i that Kigs was thoir brother and that ho had shifted in their 
direction. I hope tlds om go forward. I do expect that dm time a sufficient number of 
tlvjm will join me, publicly and out loud, I think you can understand the size of tints 
endeavor and the basic changes it will require. .But one tiles. 


The press confeieuco at which the award was made was to have beer, attended by seme 
of ta Establishment press. I think the absence of several, like the Times and Nowaday, 
is attributable to the kind of exigencies you know so well , not anything sinister. How- 
ever, the fii correspondent of the bondin Telegraph, who was there,’ filed a long story on 
the bo don end. It should have been a sensation. It wax-, killed on the desk. The rep of the 
City-owned station had his story killed, too, later telling a friend it must have boon 
too hot. But the conservative Amsterdam hews, largest jisjacc black paper in iilC, gave it 
p. 1, col. 1, above fold. Ebony and Jet and Essence covered. Sepia has been in touch 
since. The Brasilian Cliatoaubxlond papers covered ( their correspondent wants to give a 
party for me, would have given one Friday had 1 been able to be- thorn, and gave it anyway 
x-ihen I couldn’t, having to be in fed, court in Balt, then). And CBC taped almost aa .hour 
in their studios in HXC. I was interviewed by the National Bnqyiror, which then changed 
format to a first-person story, written for mo and not too bad (and I got paid). It was 
whale I was out to lunch with t. a articles editor that the news of Kay’s attempted 
break reached his desk. The problems have to do with no attention and the depressing 
efieot this lias on shelf-npaco. The book can disappear before it can take off. One of the 
disturbing signs is tiiat not one of the old madia friend;) phoned for any ooteent on this 
break, a bad sign, And not one of the old friends lias done anything with this boon. Wot one 
like Eason, has responded to repeated inquiries, written Vfor which I’ve no time) and 
pxioae. J. do id.es Doran, who would have done some tiling and gotten it started out there. 



opportunists and paranoaids, all first— erson. stuff, the sycophants, end try to restore 
our credibility by casting thorn out. It would be difficult for as to do this as lightly 
au it shoula be done, but with good editing it couldbe on entertaining as well as an 



voisan with an exceptional love story (white/bluck) blended with unusually tragic events 



